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Erich Hartmann

Germany
352 Victories

Survived the War

“Bubi” Hartmann was the undisputed top ace of WW II, shooting down more planes than any other pilot.  260 of his victories came against enemy fighters.  He flew a Me-109 and scored most of his victories on the Eastern Front.
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Gerhard Barkhorn

Germany
301 Victories

Survived the War

All of Barkhorn’s victories came on the Eastern Front. He was a steady performer and became the first pilot in history to fly 1,000 missions.  
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Gunther Rall

Germany
275 Victories

Survived the War

Rall shot down two British planes on his first encounter with the enemy.  Later he flew a Me-109 on the Eastern Front.  He was shot down eight times and was once so badly injured that it took him nine months to return to action.  Rall shot down 40 Soviet planes in October 1943.
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Otto Kittel

Germany
267 Victories

Killed in Action: 1945

Kittel’s career took off when he started flying the Fw-190.  He was the top Fw 190 ace of the war.   He was killed in action on the Eastern Front.

Damage:                                               Victories

[image: image27.wmf] 

[image: image28.wmf] 





	
Walter Nowotny

Germany
258 Victories

Killed in Action: 1945

Born in Austria, “Nowi” was a masterful Fw 190 pilot and once shot down seven Soviet planes in a single day.  His fame grew to superstar status and he was pulled from combat for a time to protect him.  He commanded the first .jet fighter unit and died while flying a Me 262.
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Wilhelm Batz

Germanys
237 victories

Survived the War 

“Willi” Batz started the war as a flight instructor.  In 1943 he was finally given a combat assignment on the Eastern Front.  Soon he was piling up the victories, including fifteen in a single day.
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	Erich Rudorffer

Germany
224 Victories

Survived the War

Rudorffer shot down eight planes in one day while flying a Fw 190.  Sent to fight on the Eastern Front he twice shot down eleven Soviet planes in one day.  He flew more than 1,000 combat missions, and was shot down 16 times.  
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	Heinz Bar
Germany
221 Victories

Survived the war

“Pritzl” Bar started as a bomber pilot, but soon discovered his true talent flying fighters.  He distinguished himself on the Western Front before being sent East where he began shooting down planes at an impressive rate, including six in one day.  He was shot down eighteen times but survived the war.
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	Hermann Graf

Germany
212 Victories

Survived the War

He was interested in flying from an early age.  His career as a fighter pilot got off to a slow start, but then accelerated quickly.  Graf was the first pilot to reach 200 victories, and he did it in just 13 months.
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Illu Juutilainen
Finland

94 Victories

Survived the War

Illu chose a military career after reading about the Red Baron.  He was an aggressive pilot but a careful tactician. He achieved spectacular results in a Me-109.  His brother Aarne was an infantry commander.
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	Hans-Joachim Marseille

Germany
158 Victories

Killed in Action: 1942

Marseille was an ambitious and unorthodox pilot.  He worked hard to improve his skills.  His career took off while serving in Africa where he would earn the name “Desert Eagle.” One day in 1942 he flew three combat missions and shot down 17 enemy planes.
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	Adolph Galland

Germany
104 Victories

Survived the War

Galland’s victories were earned the hard way – against experienced enemy pilots on the Western Front. He was the youngest general officer of WW II.  He started his career in the Spanish Civil War and flew a dive-bomber when WW II started.
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