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Nikolai Gulaev

Soviet Union
57 Victories

Survived the War

Gulaev was the Soviet Union’s number 3 ace, but may have been it’s most efficient.  Flying a P-39 Airacobra he shot down 41 enemy planes in just 12 months.
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Alexandr Pokryshkin

Soviet Union
59 Victories

Survived the War

“Sasha” Pokryshkin accidentally shot down a friendly aircraft on the first day of the war.  He overcame this inauspicious start to become a top ace.  He flew a P-39 Airacobra and studied the tactics of French WW I ace Rene Fonck.
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	Ivan Kozhedub

Soviet Union
62 Victories

Survived the War

“Ivan the Terrible” was the top Allied ace of WW II.  Most of his victories came while flying a La-7.  He was honored as a Hero of the Soviet Union three times.  Kozhedub later commanded a unit of Mig-15s during the Korean War.
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	Grigori Rechkalov

Soviet Union
56 Victories

Survived the War

He flew a bi-plane when the war began, but really started to pile up the victories when he got a P-39 Airacobra.  He tallied 44 enemy planes in his Airacobra, more than any other pilot.
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	Dmitri Glinka

Soviet Union
50 Victories

Survived the War

Glinka flew a P-39 Airacobra alongside his brother Boris, who was also an ace.  Dmitri was shot down in 1943 but survived, and continued flying until the end of the war. 
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	Vitali Popkov

Soviet Union
41 Victories

Survived the War

Popkov was just 18 when Germany invaded the Soviet Union.  By the end of the war he was a double Hero of the Soviet Union.  Most of his victories came in a La-5.
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Vasili Golubev

Soviet Union
39 Victories

Survived the War

Golubev studied the tactics of his enemy.  He would sometimes fly erratically as if his plane was damaged.   Any pilot foolish enough to fall for the trick would quickly find the tables turned against him.
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Yekaterina Budanova

Soviet Union
20 Victories

Killed in Action: 1943

The Soviets employed more than 200 female pilots during WW II.  “Katya” Budanova was the top performer, and fought in the skies over Stalingrad with Lilya Litvyak who was also an ace.
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