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Georges Guynemer

France
53 Victories

Killed in Action:  1917

France’s most popular ace, he named his plane “Old Charles.”  He once downed four enemy planes in one day.
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	Rene Fonck

France
75 Victories

Survived the war

France’s top ace.  Twice shot down six enemy planes in a single day.  He loved to boast about his marksmanship.
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Charles Nungesser

France
43 Victories

Survived the War

Began the war in the infantry.  Scored 10 victories during the battle of Verdun despite suffering multiple wounds.  
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Georges Madon

France
41 Victories

Survived the war

An experienced pilot before the war, he downed eight enemy planes in a single month.
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	Eddie Rickenbacker

United States
26 Victories

Survived the War

America’s top ace.  He was awarded the Medal of Honor for attacking seven German airplanes by himself and shooting down two of them.
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	Willy Coppens

Belgium
37 Victories

Survived the War

Willy delighted in shooting down enemy balloons and would celebrate his victories by performing aerobatics.  Once actually landed on top of a balloon before destroying it.  Lost his leg to a wound suffered in combat.
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	Billy Bishop

Canada
72 Victories

Survived the War

Billy was Canada’s top ace.  He was known as “The Lone Hawk” because he liked to fly alone.  Credited his success to excellent eyesight and practice.
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	Alexander Kovakov

Russia
20 Victories

Killed in Action: 1919

Russia’s top ace.  Once rammed an enemy plane to bring it down.  Had a skull and crossbones insignia on the tail of his plane.
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	 “Mick” Mannock

England
61 Victories

Killed in Action: 1918

England’s top ace.  Mick was very humble despite his impressive victory total.  
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Jim “Mac” McCudden

England
57 Victories

Killed in Action: 1918

Mac was an aircraft mechanic before the war but proved to be a natural pilot.  His younger brother was also an ace.
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	Albert Ball

England
44 Victories

Killed in Action: 1917

A fearless pilot.  He was killed in a dogfight with the Red Baron.  Once attacked six enemy planes, downing two and scattering the rest.
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	Phil Fullard

England
40 Victories

Survived the War

Phil was a gifted athlete.  Would have had even more victories if not for a broken leg that grounded him for nearly a year.  Once shot down three enemy planes before breakfast.
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	William Barker

Canada
50 Victories

Survived the War

Shot down record 46 enemy planes while flying his Sopwith Camel.  Received the Victoria Cross when he was attacked by 60 enemy planes, shot down four of them and safely crash landed his plane despite wounds to both legs and an arm. 
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	Francesco Baracca

Italy
34 Victories

Killed in Action: 1918

Italy’s top ace, he was killed while strafing enemy trenches.  His airplane was distinguished by a black horse insignia, which was later adopted as the symbol of Ferrari automobiles.
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	Karl Bolle

Germany
36 Victories

Survived the War

Karl flew with Germany’s famed Red Baron and other top aces.
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	Erwin Bohme

Germany
24 Victories

Killed in Action: 1917

Erwin was a talented pilot and squadron commander.  He was killed while attacking a British photo-reconnaissance plane.
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	Werner Voss

Germany
48 Victories

Killed in Action: 1917

Werner was killed in a fight with seven planes.  He shot down two of them and damaged the rest before he was killed.
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Erich Lowenhardt

Germany 

54 Victories

Killed in Action: 1918

Erich served in an infantry regiment before joining the air force.  Was killed when he bailed out of his plane and his parachute failed to open.
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	Fritz Rumey

Germany
45 Victories

Killed in Action:  1918

Fritz was wounded twice and returned to duty before he was killed in a collision with an enemy plane.
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Rudolf Berthold

Germany
44 Victories

Survived the War

He repeatedly refused to stay in the hospital after being wounded.  His flying days ended after his crippled plane crashed into a house.
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Max Immelman

Germany
15 Victories

Killed in Action: 1916

An early ace, he is remembered for inventing the “Immelman Turn,” a half loop followed by a half roll.  Was killed while fighting seven enemy planes.
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	Oswald Boelcke

Germany
40 Victories

Killed in Action: 1916

Was first to use Fokker’s synchronized machine gun in combat.  Oswald was an important innovator in military aviation; his rules for air combat are still studied today.
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Manfred von Richtofen

Germany
80 Victories

Killed in Action: 1918

The most famous ace of the war was known as the “Red Baron,” “Red Devil,” and “Red Knight.”  He painted his plane blood red to intimidate his opponents.
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Ernst Udet

Germany
62 Victories

Survived the War

Scored his first victory when he attacked 22 enemy planes by himself.  Performed as a stunt pilot in movies following the war.
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	Hermann Goring

Germany
22 Victories

Survived the War

Known for flying a plane with a white tail.  Later became a key advisor to Adolph Hitler and commanded the German air force in WWII.
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	Godwin Brumowski

Austria
35 Victories

Survived the War

Austro-Hungary’s top ace.  He studied the tactics of Germany’s top aces.  His plane was easily identified because it was painted red with a white skull insignia.
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Lothar von Richtofen

Germany
40 Victories

Survived the War

He was trained by his older brother, the Red Baron, and scored an amazing 24 victories in just 47 days.  Lothar shot down British ace Albert Ball.
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Julius Arigi

Austria
32 Victories

Survived the War

Julius was Austro-Hungary’s most popular and highly decorated ace.  During WW II he was a flight instructor for the German air force.
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