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Francis Gabreski

United States
28 Victories

Survived the War
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“Gabby” flew a Spitfire with an RAF Polish squadron before joining the US 56th Fighter Group where he flew a P-47 Thunderbolt.  In 1944 he crash-landed and spent the rest of the war in a German POW camp.  He later flew in Korea, where he scored 6.5 victories.
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Robert Johnson

United States
28 Victories

Survived the War

In 1943 his P-47 Thunderbolt was shot to shreds by German ace Egon Mayer, but Johnson survived and was able to land the crippled plane safely.  He flew with “Gabby” Gabreski in the 56th Fighter Group, known as “Zemke’s Wolfpack” after its commander, Hub Zemke.
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Charles MacDonald

United States
27 Victories

Survived the War
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MacDonald commanded the highly effective 475th Fighter Group (“Satan’s Angels”) in the Pacific.  He called his P-38 Lightning the “Putt Putt Maru.”

Damage:                                                Victories

[image: image19.wmf] 



	
Joseph Foss

United States
26 Victories

Survived the War

“Old” Joe was 27 when the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor.  He flew F4F Wildcat’s for the USMC from Henderson Field on Guadalcanal, just about the most difficult assignment one can imagine.  He shot down 26 planes in 44 days of combat, and won the Medal of Honor. 
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Richard Bong

United States
40 Victories

Killed in Flying Accident 1945


Top American ace of WW II.  Flew a P-38 Lightning in the Pacific Theatre. Gen. MacArthur said Bong “ruled the skies from New Guinea to the Phillipines” when he gave him the Medal of Honor in 1944. 
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Thomas McGuire

United States
38 victories

Killed in Action 


Flew a P-38 Lightning he called “Pudgy.”  Was killed during an encounter with Japanese ace Soichi Sugita.  Won the Medal of Honor.  McGuire Air Force Base is named after him.
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	David McCampbell

United States
34 Victories

Survived the War


He was America’s top Navy ace of WW II.  He flew F6F Hellcats while serving aboard aircraft carriers in the Pacific.  McCampbell was the commander of Air Group 15, known as the “Fabled Fifteen.”  He counted the Medal of Honor among his many awards.  
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	Gregory Boyington

United States
28 Victories

Survived the war

“Pappy” Boyington flew with the Flying Tigers in China, and later commanded the famous “Black Sheep” squadron flying a F4U Corsair.  He was shot down in 1944 and spent the rest of the war as a POW.  He won the Medal of Honor and Navy Cross.
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George Preddy

United States
26 Victories

Killed in Action: 1944

Flying a P-51 Mustang he called the “Cripes A’ Mighty” he shot down six planes in one day.  Preddy was killed in action on Christmas Day, 1944, while flying a mission during the Battle of the Bulge.
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Robert Hanson

United States
25 Victories

Killed in Action: 1944

Hanson was a USMC pilot and flew a F4U Corsair.  He shot down 20 planes in just 17 days, and earned the Medal of Honor.  He was killed by AA fire in 1944.
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Lance Wade

United States
25 Victories

Killed in Flying Accident: 1944

Wade joined the RAF in 1940 and flew Hurricanes and Spitfires in North Africa.  He died in a crash in Italy in 1944.
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Cecil Harris

United States
24 Victories

Survived the War

Harris was a navy pilot.  He flew F6F Hellcat’s while serving on the USS Intrepid.  He once shot down four enemy planes in one day.  He won the Navy Cross, Distinguished Flying Cross, a Silver Star, and two Gold Stars.
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	John Meyer

United States
24 Victories

Survived the War


Meyer flew P-47 Thunderbolts and P-51 Mustangs in the European Theater.  He won the Distinguished Service Cross three times, and once shot down a German jet plane.  He later flew missions in Korea.
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	Lee Archer

United States
5 Victories

Survived the War

Archer was one of the celebrated Tuskegee Airmen, America’s first black fighter pilots.  They had the distinction of never losing a bomber to enemy fighters during more than 200 combat missions.  Archer won the Distinguished Service Cross. 
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