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Robert Tuck

Britain
30 Victories

Survived the War

Tuck was a standout flying Spitfires and Hurricanes during the Battle of Britain.  He was shot down over France and captured by the Germans, but later escaped and briefly served as an infantry officer with the Russian army!
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James Lacey

Britain
28 Victories

Survived the War

Lacey shot down 18 planes in his Hurricane during the Battle of Britain.  He earned fame by downing a German plane after it bombed Buckingham Palace.  “Ginger” Lacey also flew a Spitfire.
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Marmaduke Pattle

South Africa
51 Victories

Killed in Action:  1941

His actual number of victories is a matter of dispute, but he was the RAF’s top scoring ace.  Pattle scored his first 15 victories flying Gladiator bi-planes in North Africa before switching to a Hurricane.

Damage:                                                Victories



	Adolph Malan

South Africa
32 Victories

Survived the War

“Sailor” Malan flew a Spitfire and was known as an unconventional and innovative pilot.  One of his last combat missions was escorting Horsa gliders on D-Day.
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George Beurling

Canada
31 Victories

Survived the War

Beurling was a colorful pilot.  His antics earned him the nicknames “Buzz” and “Screwball.”  Flying Spitfires while based in Malta earned him a more prestigious nickname: “Falcon of Malta.”
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	Clive Caldwell

Australia
29 Victories

Survived the War

“Killer” Caldwell flew a P-40 in North Africa, and later served in the Pacific.  He once shot down five planes in one day.
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	Pierre Closterman

France
33 Victories

Survived the War

He flew Spitfires and Tempests for the RAF in the “Alsace” squadron.  Closterman called his Tempest “Le Grand Charles.”
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	James Johnson

Britain
38 Victories

Survived the War

Johnson was Britain’s top ace and flew more than 1,000 missions.  He flew a Spitfire during the Battle of Britain.  He later served in the Korean War.
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Brendan Finucane

Ireland
32 Victories

Killed in Action: 1942

Finucane gained fame piloting a Spitfire he called the “Flying Shamrock” in the Battle of Britain.  He was just 22 years old when he was killed in action, having already shot down an amazing 32 enemy planes.
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William Vale

Britain
31 Victories

Survived the War

Vale served the RAF in Greece where he shot down 10 enemy planes while flying a Gladiator II bi-plane.  He scored his remaining victories in a Hurricane.
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